OLetme know if you have any ideas about
what | should do with the rest of my life.O

- Rachel® last email

From a letter to Rachel®mother dated February 27", 2003:

OLae you. Reallymissyou. | have badnightmaresbouttanksand
bulldazersoutsideour houseandyou andmeinside Sometimethe
adrenalinactsasananesthetifor weeksandthenin the eveningor
a nightit justhitsmeagain- alittle bit of therealityof thesitua
tion. | amreallyscaredor the peoplehere

O'esterdy | watchedafatherleadhistwo tiny children,holdinghis
handsout into the sightof tanksanda snipertower andbulldazers
andXesbecausbethoughthishousewasgoingto beexploded...I
wasterrified to think thatthis manfelt it waslessof ariskto walk
outin view of thetankswith hiskidsthanto stay in hishousel
wasreallyscaedthattheywereall goingto be shotandl triedto
standbetweenthemandthe tank.Thishappengvery day, but just
this fatherwalkingout with histwo little kidsjustlookingvery sad,
justhappenedo get my a@tentionmoreatthis patticularmoment...

OWienl comebad from Palestingl probaly will have nightmares
andconstantlyeelguiltyfor not beinghere, but | canchannektha
into morework. Cominghereis oneof thebetterthingsl've ever
done Sowhenl soundcrazyor if thelsraelimilitary shouldbreak
with theirracisttendeng not to injure white people pleasgin the
reasorsquarelyn thefactthatl amin the midstof agenocide
which | amalsoindirecty suppoting, andfor which my govem-
mentis largelyresponsible

Ollove you andDad..O

suggested donation $1.00

All money will be used to ensure that Rachel®
memory and message will not be forgotten.
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Rachd QL etters

Radel Corie
1979-2003

On the 16th of March, 2003, 23-year-old American
human rights worker Rachel Corrie was crushed to
death by an Israeli military bulldozer. She was trying to
prevent the Israeli army from destroying the home of a
physician and his family in the Gaza Strip, Palestine.

In a remarkable series of emails to her family, she
explained why she was risking her life.
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Mission Statement

In a democr acy, the ultimat e responsibility f or a nation's actions rests

wit h its citizens. The top rung of government - the entity wit h the
ultimat e power of governance - is the asserted will of the people.
Therefore, in any democr acy, it is essential that its citizens be fully
and accurately informed.

In the United States, currently the most powerful nation on earth, it
is even more essential that its citizens receive comple te and undis -
torted information on topics of impor tance, so that they may wield
their extraordinar y power wit h wisdom and int elligence.

Unfor tunat ely, such information is not always forthcoming.

The mission of If Americans Knew is to inform and educate the
American public on issues of major signif icance that are unrepor ted,
under repor ted, or misrepor ted in the American media.
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ed by powerful special interest groups. It is our goal to supply the
infor mation essential to those responsible for the actions of the
strong est nation on earth - the American people.
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Introduction

Israel, We Won't Forget Rachel

By Alison Weir

n March 16th, 2003, an Israeli soldierdriving a bull-
ozertwo-storieshigh crushedto death23-yearold
RachelCorrie, an Americannonviolenthumanrights
protestor Accordingto numerousvitnessesand photographic
documentationshewaskilled intentionally

Racheland a handful of otherspracticingGandhian
nonviolencein the GazaStrip had beenpleadingwith Israeli
soldiers for two hours not to destroy a Palestinian family home.
Suddenlythe Israeli bulldozer operator began driving his giant
bulldozertoward the home,Rachelsitting in the bulldoze®
path.Witnessegeportthat shethenstoodup on the moundof
debrisand dirt pushedby the bulldozer blade and looked
straightat the operatorthroughthe window. He continuedand
shewas pulled underneattthe tractor its bladecrushingher.

He thenbackedup, runningoverheragain,buryingherdeeper
into the dirt.

Three friends ran to Rachel and dug her out.
According to an eyewitnesgeportby Joe Smith of Kansas
City: "Her body was in a mangled condition, she said 'my back
is broken!"but nothingelse.Her eyeswere openandshewas
clearlyin a greatdealof pain."A Palestiniarambulancenade
it through Israeli forces, and took her to the hospital, where she
died.Reportsareunclearwhetherit washerfracturedskull or
the sufocation caused by crushed lungs and being buried in the
dirt thatcausecherdeath.

Geoge Bushhasyet to condemnthis atrocity by an
"ally" who receiveanoreUS fundingthanany othernationon
earth,over$10million perday Congreshasyetto passares
olution condemninghis useof Americantax moneyto kill an
American citizenThe U.S. State Department has yet to impose
any diplomatic sanctionswhatsoeveragainsta government
whose"apology" for one of its soldierscrushinga young,
peacefulAmericanstudenthasconsistedf calling it "regret



table,"andblamingRachelfor the Israelisoldier'sdecisionto
kill her.

TheAmerican media have yet to accord this horror the
attentionit would normally merit, if it hadbeendoneby any
other country on earth,including the U.S. government\We
heard about Chandra Levy for many monte.read about the
students imMiananman Square for yea¥e heard news reports
aboutRachelCorrie for approximatelytwo days.Apart from
her hometownWashingtorstatenewspapersherewerevirtu-
ally nofollow up stories-- no storiesaboutthe memorialser
vice heldthenextdayin Gazathatwasbrokenup by anlsrael
tank,while the bulldozerthatkilled herdroveslowly, exultant
ly past.No storiesaboutlsraeliforcesblockingthe ambulance
carrying her remainsfrom exiting Gaza.No storiesabout
Rachel'sgrieving parentsandsiblings,abouttheir inability to
travelto PalestineNo stories.

This erasingof Rachel her messageandherdeathis
unconscionabldt is alsoextremelydangerousSuchsilenceis

if andwhenwar with Iraqcomes.

Thanks also for stepping up your anti-war work. | know it is not easy 1

do, andprobablymuchmoredifficult whereyou arethanwherel am.| amreal
ly interestedn talking to the journalistin Charlotte- let meknow whatl cando
to speedhe processalong.l amtrying to figure out whatl'm goingto dowhen
I leavehere,andwhenl'm goingto leave.Right now | think | could stay until

June, financiallyl really don't want to move back to Olympia, but do need to g

backthereto cleanmy stuff out of the garageandtalk aboutmy experiences
here.On the otherhand,now that I've crossedhe oceanl'm feeling a strong
desireto try to stayacrossthe oceanfor sometime. Consideringtrying to get
Englishteachingjobs- would like to really buckledownandlearnArabic.

Also got aninvitation to visit Swedenon my way back- which | think
| coulddovery cheaply| would like to leaveRafahwith a viable planto return,
too. Oneof the corememberof our grouphasto leavetomorrow- andwatch
ing her say goodbyeto peopleis making me realize how difficult it will be.
Peopleherecan'tleave,sothatcomplicateghings.Theyalsoare pretty matter
of-fact aboutthe fact thatthey don'tknow if theywill be alive whenwe come
backhere.

| really don't want to live with a lot of guilt about this place - being abl
to come and go so easily - and not going back. I think it is valuable to make cc
mitments to places - so | would like to be able to plan on coming back here wi

giving Israela greenlight to escalatsts killing of civilians, of
peacefulprotesterspf younggirls. The day after Rachelwas
killed thelsraelimilitary killed another9 Palestiniarcivilians,

includingthreechildren,thefollowing weeksstill more.
Israel has killed Americansbefore.On March 29,
2002, Israeliforceskilled a 21-yearold Americanin Ramallah

as she held her baby on her lap. She was Palestinian-American,

so perhaps that's why mainstream medigelgrfailed to report
this death.On June8, 1967,Israeliforcesattackeda US Navy
ship,the USSLiberty, killing 34 Americanservicemeninjur-
ing 172. And nothing happenedThe story was universally
buried,the attackunmentionedn historybooksandreportson
the Middle East.Thefamilies of thosekilled weregivenmod
eratesumsfor thelossof their youngsons husbandshrothers,
fathers.After manyyearsof finagling, Israelfinally paidthe
US a minutefraction of the valueof this ship-- with no inter-
estfor theyearsit haddelayed.

Historianshavesincewritten thatthe fact that Israel
wasableto attacka US shipandkill andmaimAmericanser
vicemen,with virtually no consequencesonvincedIsraeli
hardlinergthatlsraelcould,wheneveiit wanted getawaywith
murder

RachelCorrie'sdeathmay proveto be anothempivotal
point of escalationlf theworld -- in particular if Americans-
- allow this incidentto go virtually unnoticedthenour lack of
outcrywill give agreenlight to anlsraeliregimeknownfor its

in ayearor so.Of all of thesepossibilitiesl think it's mostlikely thatl will at
leastgo to Swederfor afew weekson my way back- | canchangeticketsand
getaplaneto from Paristo Swederandbackfor atotal of around150bucksor
so.l know | shouldreally try to link up with the family in France- but| really
think thatI'm not goingto do that.| think | would just be angrythe wholetime

and not much fun to be around. It also seems like a transition into too much c

lenceright now - | would feel alot of classguilt the wholetime aswell.

Let me know if you have any ideas about what | should do with the re

of my life. | love you very much.If youwantyou canwrite to measif | wason

vacation at a camp on the big island of Hawaii learning to weave. One thing |

to makethings easierhereis to utterly retreatinto fantasiesthat| amin a

Hollywood movie or a sitcom starring Michael J Fox. So feel free to make son

thingup andl'll be happyto play along.Much love Poppy

Rachel

Rachel® letters were first published by the Guarbian oF THE UK at
www.guardian.co.uk/g2/story/0,3604,916246,00.html

Order posters commemorating Rachel Corrie at www .ifamericansknew .org



helps.Theinternationalmediaandour governmentirenot going to tell usthat
we areeffective,important,justified in our work, courageousintelligent, valu-
able.We haveto do thatfor eachother andoneway we cando thatis by con
tinuing our work, visibly.

| also think it's important for people in the United States in relative priv
ilegeto realizethat peoplewithout privilegewill be doing this work no matter
what, because they are working for their liv&®. can work with them, and they
know thatwe work with them,or we canleavethemto do this work themselves
andcurseusfor our complicity in killing them.!I really don'tgetthe sensehat
anyoneherecursesus.

| also get the sense that people here, in partj@damactually more cen
cernedin the immediateaboutour comfort and healththanthey are aboutus
risking our lives on their behalit least that's the case for me. People try to give
me alot of teaandfood in the midstof gunfire andexplosive-detonation.

| love you,

Rachel

Receivedy Rachelon March 11, 2003:

Rachel,

| find writing to you hard,but not thinking aboutyou impossible.So
| don'twrite, but| do boremy friendsat lunchgiving ventto my fear | am
afraid for you, and| think | havereasonto be.But I'm alsoproudof you -
very proud.But asDon Remfertsays:I'd justassoonbe proudof somebody
else's daughtethat's how fathers are: we're hard wired not to want our chil
dren,no matterhow old they are,no matterhow bravetheyare,andno mat
ter how muchgoodthey aredoing,to be subjectto so muchthreator even
witness to so much defing. You may say (have said) that it is wrong for me
to stick my headin the sand;but| sayl amonly trying to (or just wishingl
could) stick your headin the sand- andthat'sdifferent. Hardwired. Can'tbe
changedn thataspecbf theissue.

| love you, andpleasdgakecare!

Dad

Rachel's last email

Hi papa,

pagandizingnom, andassumingshe'll passstuff on to you, so you get

neglectedDon't worry aboutme too much, right now | am mostcon
cerned that we are not beindegtive. | still don't feel particularly at risk. Rafah
has seemed calmer lateftgaybe because the military is preoccupied with incur
sionsin the north - still shootingand housedemolitions- one deaththis week
thatl know of, but notanylargerincursions Still can'tsayhow thiswill change

Thankyoufor your email. | feel like sometimed spendall my time pro-

brutality: If Israel can get away with using an American
financed American-builtbulldozerto kill a youngAmerican
woman,thenit will feelit cangetawaywith anything.

It is time for the world to sendan unequivocalmes
sage:No more.Thistime we will stopit.

It is time for Americangto turn thelight brightred:

Israel, we will not foget Rachel Corrie. No longer will
we look the other wayNo more may you ugeEmerican money
to kill children,Americanmoneyto kill AmericansAmerican
money to crush young women to de@timerican money to kill
peace.

No more.

Alison Weir, the founder of If Americans Knew, is a freelance journalist who
traveled throughout the Palestinian Territories in winter, 2001. She is the mother
of a daughter born the same year as Rachel Corrie. This article was first
published by CounterPunch at www.counterpunch.org/weir04032003.html

Information about posters commemorating Rachel Corrie can be found at
www .ifamericansknew .org. We are making these available at cost in the hope
that groups and individuals will post them by the thousands.

To take part in a worldwide effort to bring peace, please visit
www.marchforhumanity.org



think | could seea Palestiniarstateor a democratidsraeli-Palestiniarstate
within my lifetime. | think freedom for Palestine could be an incredible sourc
of hope to people struggling all over the world. | think it could also be an incre

Rachel’s Letters

February7 2003

Hi friendsandfamily, andothers,

few wordsto describewhat| see.lt is mostdifficult for me to think about

what'sgoing on herewhen| sit downto write backto the United States--
somethingaboutthe virtual portalinto luxury. | don'tknow if manyof the chil-
drenherehaveeverexistedwithout tank-shellholesin their walls andthe tow-
ersof anoccupyingarmy surveyingthemconstantlyfrom the nearhorizons.|
think, althoughl'm not entirely sure,that eventhe smallestof thesechildren
understandhatlife is notlike this everywhereAn eight-yearold wasshotand
killed by anIsraelitanktwo daysbeforel got here,and many of the children
murmurhis nameto me, OAIiO--opoint at the postersof him on thewalls. The
childrenalsolove to getmeto practicemy limited Arabic by askingme "Kaif
Sharon?"Kaif Bush?"andtheylaughwhen| say"Bush Majnoon""Sharon
Majnoon"backin my limited Arabic. (How is SharonHow is Bush?Bushis
crazy Sharonis crazy)

Of coursethis isn't quite what | believe,and someof the adultswho
havethe English correctme: Bush mish Majnoon...Bushis a businessman.
Todayl tried to learnto say"Bushis atool”, but| don'tthink it translatedquite
right. But anyway thereareeight-yearolds heremuchmoreawareof thework-
ings of the global power structurethan| was just a few yearsago--atleast
regardinglsrael.

Nevertheless|, think aboutthe fact that no amountof reading,atten
danceat conferencesjocumentarywiewing andword of mouthcould havepre-
pared me for the reality of the situation hé&feu just can't imagine it unless you
see it, and even then you are always well aware that your experience is not at all
thereality: whatwith the difficulties the IsraeliArmy would faceif theyshotan
unarmedJS citizen,andwith thefact thatl havemoneyto buy waterwhenthe
army destroyswells, and,of course the fact that| havethe option of leaving.
Nobodyin my family hasbeenshot,driving in their car, by a rocketlauncher
from atower at the endof a major streetin my hometownl haveahome.l am
allowed to go see the ocean. Ostensibly it is still quite difficult for me to be held
for monthsor yearson endwithout atrial (this becauseé amawhite US citizen,
asopposedo somanyothers).

Whenl leavefor schoolor work | canberelatively certainthat there
will not be a heavily armedsoldierwaiting half way betweenMud Bay and
downtown Olympia at a checkpointNa soldier with the power to decide whether
I cango aboutmy businessandwhetherl cangethomeagainwhenl|'m done.
So,if | feel outrageat arriving andenteringbriefly andincompletelyinto the

I have been in Palestine for two weeks and one hourama still have very

ible inspirationto Arab peoplein the Middle East,who are strugglingunder
undemocraticegimeswhich the US supports.

I look forwardto increasinghumbersof middle-clasrivilegedpeople
like you andmebecomingawareof the structureghatsupportour privilegeand
beginningto supportthe work of thosewho aren'tprivilegedto dismantlethose
structures.

| look forward to moremomentslike Februaryl5 whencivil society
wakesup enmasseandissuesmassiveandresonanevidenceof it's conscience,
it's unwillingness to be repressed, and it's compassion for fleeirsgifof others.
| look forwardto moreteacheremeging like Matt GrantandBarbaraWeaver
andDale Knuth who teachcritical thinking to kids in the United States| look
forwardto the internationalresistancehat'soccurringnow fertilizing analysis
on all kinds of issueswith dialoguebetweendiversegroupsof people.l look
forwardto all of uswho arenew at this developingbetterskills for working in
democraticstructuresandhealingour own racismandclassismandsexismand
heterosexisnandageismandableismandbecomingmoreeffective

Oneotherthing - | think this a lot aboutpublic protest- like theonea
few weeksagoherethat was attendedoy only about150 people.Whenevet

organize or participate in public protest | get really worried that it will just sucl

bereally small,embarrassingandthe mediawill laughat me. Oftentimesit is
really smallandmostof thetime the medialaughsat us. Theweekendafterour
150-persorprotestwe were invited to a maybe2,000-persorprotest.Even
thoughwe hada small protestandof courseit didn't getcoverageall overthe
world, in someplacesthe word "Rafah" was mentionedoutsideof the Arab
press.Colin gotasignin EnglishandArabic into the protestin Seattlethatsaid

"Olympia says no to war on Rafah and Iraq". His pictures went up on the Raf.

todaywebsitethat a guy namedMohammedhereruns. Peoplehereandelse
wheresawthosepictures.

I think aboutGlen going out everyFriday for tenyearswith tagboard
signs that addressedhe numberof children deadfrom sanctionsin Iraq.
Sometimegust oneor two peoplethereandeveryonethoughtthey werecrazy
andthey got spit upon.Now therearea lot morepeopleon Friday evenings.

The juncture between 4th and State is just lined with them, and they

alot of honksandwaves,andthumbsups.They createdaninfrastructurethere
for otherpeopleto do somethingGettingspit on, they madeit easierfor some
oneelseto decidethatthey couldwrite aletterto the editor, or standatthe back
of arally - or do somethinghatseemsslightly lessridiculousthanstandingat
the side of the road addressinghe deathsof childrenin Irag and getting spit
upon.

Justhearingaboutwhat you are doing makesme feel lessalone,less
uselesslessinvisible. Thosehonksandwaveshelp. The pictureshelp. Colin



am areservefirst segeantin the IDF. The military prisonsarefilling up

with conscientiouobjectors Many of themarereservistavith families.
Thesearemenwho haveproventheir courageunderfire in the past.Some
havebeenin jail for morethansix monthswith no endin sight.

The amount oAWOLS and refusals to serve are unprecedented in our
historyasa nationaswell asarerefusalsto carry out ordersthatinvolve fir -
ing on targetswherecivilians maybeharmedIn atime nowin Israelwhere
jobsarescarceandpeoplearelosingtheir homesandbusinesse® Sharon's
vendettamanycareersoldiers- amongthempilots andintelligenceperson
nel - havechosenail andunemploymenbverwhattheycold only describe
asmurder

| am supposedo reportto the Military Justicedepartment it is my
job to huntdownrunawaysoldiersandbring themin. | havenot reportedn
for 18 months.Instead,'ve beenusingmy talentsandcredentialdo docu
menton film andseewith my own eyeswhatthe ISMersandotherinterna
tionalshaveclaimedmy boyshavebeenup to.

I love my countryl believe that Israel is under the leadership of some
very badpeopleright now. | believethatsettlersandlocal police arein col-
lusion with eachotherandthat the borderpolice are acting disgracefully
Theyarean embarrassmernb 40% of the Israeli public andtheywould be
anembarrassmertb 90% of the populationif they knewwhatwe know.

Pleasedocumentas muchasyou cananddo not embellishanything
with creativewriting. The mediahereservesasa very convincingspincon
trol agentthroughall of this. Passthis on letter to your friends. Thereare
many soldiersamongthe ranksof thoseservingin the occupiedterritories
thataresickenedoy whatthey see.

There is a code of honor in the IDF - it is called "tohar haneshek" (pro
nouncedlOWharhaNEHshek)It's whatwe sayto a comradewho is about
to do somethingawful, like kill anunarmedprisoneror carry out an order
thatviolatesdecencylt meanditerally "the purity of arms".

Anotherphrasehatspeakdo a soldierin his own languages "degle
shachor"(DEHgel ShaHor)- it means"black flag". If you say "Atah
MeTachat Degle Shahor" it means "you are carrying out immoral orders". It's
a big dealanda shockto hearit from thelips of "silly misguidedforeigners"

At all times possible try to engage the soldiers in conversation. Do not
makethe mistakeof objectifyingthemastheyhaveobjectifiedyou. Respect
is catching,asis disrespectywhethereitherbe deservedr not.

You aredoinga goodthing. | thankyou for it.

Peace,

Danny

Continuationof her emailto her mother February28 2003:

world in which thesechildrenexist,| wonderconverselyabouthow it would be
for themto arrivein my world.

They know that childrenin the United Statesdon't usually havetheir
parentsshotandthey know they sometimegetto seethe ocean.But onceyou
haveseenthe oceanandlived in a silentplace, wherewateris takenfor granted
andnot stolenin the night by bulldozers,andonceyou havespentan evening
whenyou haven®wonderedif the walls of your home might suddenlyfall
inward waking you from your sleep,and onceyouOvenet peoplewho have
neverlost anyone--onceyou haveexperiencedhe reality of a world thatisn't
surroundedoy murderougowers,tanks,armed"settlements'and now a giant
metalwall, | wonderif you canforgive theworld for all the yearsof your child-
hoodspentexisting--justexisting--inresistanceo the constantstrangleholdf
the world® fourth largestmilitary--backedby the world® only superpowetin
it@ attempt to erase you from your hoffieat is something | wonder about these
children.l wonderwhatwould happernif theyreally knew

As an afterthoughto all this rambling,| amin Rafah,a city of about
140,000people,approximately60 percentof whom are refugees--manyf
whom aretwice or threetimesrefugeesRafahexistedprior to 1948, but most
of the peopleherearethemselve®r aredescendantsf peoplewho wererelo-
catedherefrom theirhomesin historic Palestine--nowsrael.Rafahwassplit in
half whenthe Sinaireturnedto Egypt.

Currently the Israeli army is building a fourteen-metehigh wall
betweenRafahin Palestineandthe border carving a no-mansland from the
houses along the bord&ix hundred and two homes have been completely bul
dozedaccordingto the Rafah PopularRefugeeCommittee.The number of
homesthathavebeenpartially destroyeds greater

Today as | walked on top of the rubble where homesonce stood,
Egyptiansoldierscalledto me from the otherside of the border "Go! Go!"
becausea tank was coming. Followed by waving and "what's your name?".
Thereis somethingdisturbingaboutthis friendly curiosity. It remindedme of
how much,to somedegreewe areall kids curiousaboutotherkids: Egyptian
kids shoutingat strangewomenwanderinginto the path of tanks.Palestinian
kids shotfrom the tankswhenthey peakout from behindwalls to seewhat's
goingon. Internationakids standingin front of tankswith banners.

Israelikids in the tanksanonymouslyoccasionallyshouting--andalso
occasionallywaving--manyforcedto be here,manyjust aggressiveshooting
into the housesaswe wanderaway

In addition to the constant presence of tanks along the border and in
westernregionbetweenRafahand settlementsalongthe coast,therearemore
IDF towersherethanl cancount--alonghehorizon,atthe endof streetsSome
just army green metal. Others these strange spiral staircases draped in some
of netting to make the activity within anonymous. Some hidden, just beneath
horizonof buildings.A newonewentup the otherdayin thetime it took usto
do laundryandto crosstown twice to hangbanners.



Despitethe fact that someof the areasnearesthe borderarethe origi-
nal Rafahwith families who havelived on this landfor at leasta century only
the 1948 campsin the centerof the city are Palestiniarcontrolledareasunder
Oslo.But asfar asl cantell, therearefew if any placesthatarenotwithin the
sightsof sometower or another Certainly thereis no placeinvulnerableto
apachehelicoptersor to the cameraf invisible droneswe hearbuzzingover
thecity for hoursatatime.

I've beenhavingtroubleaccessingiewsaboutthe outsideworld here,
butl hearanescalatiorof war on Iraqis inevitable.Thereis a greatdealof con

cern here about the "reoccupation of Gaza." Gaza is reoccupied every day to var

ious extents but | think the fear is thatthe tankswill enterall the streetsand
remainhere,insteadof enteringsomeof the streetsandthenwithdrawingafter
somehoursor daysto observeandshootfrom the edgesof the communities|f
peoplearen'talreadythinking aboutthe consequencesf this war for the people
of theentireregionthenl hopetheywill start.

| also hope you'll come herdle've been wavering between five and six

internationalsThe neighborhoodshathaveaskedusfor someform of presence
areYibna, Tel El Sultan,Hi Salam Brazil, Block J, Zorob,andBlock O. There
is alsoneedfor constanmighttime presencet a well on the outskirtsof Rafah
sincethelsraeliarmydestroyedhetwo largestwells.

Accordingto the municipalwateroffice the wells destroyedastweek
providedhalf of Rafahwatersupply Many of the communitieshaverequest
edinternationalgo be presentat night to attemptto shieldhousedrom further
demolition.After abouttenp.m.it is very difficult to moveat night becausehe
Israeli army treatsanyonein the streetsasresistanceand shootsat them. So
clearlywe aretoo few.

| continueto believethatmy home,Olympia,couldgainalot andoffer
alot by decidingto makea commitmentto Rafahin the form of a sistercom
munity relationship.Someteachersaindchildren'sgroupshaveexpressednter-
estin e-mailexchangedyutthisis only thetip of theicebeg of solidaritywork
thatmightbedone.

Many peoplewanttheir voicesto be heard,andl think we needto use
someof our privilege asinternationalgo getthosevoiceshearddirectly in the
US, ratherthanthroughthefilter of well-meaningnternationalsuchasmyself.
| amjust beginningto learn,from what| expectto be a very intensetutelage,
aboutthe ability of peopleto organizeagainstall odds,andto resistagainstall
odds.

Thanks for the news I've been getting from friends in the US. I just read

a report back from a friend whogamized a peace group in Sheltdfashington,
andwas able to be part of a delegationto the large Januaryl8th protestin
WashingtorDC.

Peopleherewatchthe media,andtheytold me againtodaythatthere

have been Ige protests in the United States and "problems for the government"
in the UK. So thanks for allowing me to not feel like a complete Polyanna when

muchtroublel hadwatchingit. Fridayis the holiday, andwhenl woke up they
werewatchingGummyBearsdubbedinto Arabic. Sol atebreakfaswith them
andsattherefor a while andjust enjoyedbeingin this big puddleof blankets
with this family watchingwhatfor me seemedike Saturdaymorningcartoons.
Then| walked someway to B'razil, which is where Nidal and Mansurand
GrandmotheandRafatandall the restof the big family thathasreally whole-
heartedlyadoptedmelive. (The otherday, by the way, Grandmothegavemea
pantomimedecturein Arabic thatinvolveda lot of blowing andpointingto her
black shawl.l got Nidal to tell herthat my motherwould appreciateknowing
that someoneherewas giving me a lectureaboutsmokingturning my lungs
black.)l mettheir sisterin-law, whois visiting from Nusseratamp,andplayed
with hersmallbaby

Nidal's Englishgetsbettereveryday He'sthe onewho calls me, "My
sister".He startedteachingGrandmothehow to say "Hello. How areyou?"in
English.You canalwayshearthe tanksand bulldozerspassingby, but all of
thesepeopleare genuinelycheerfulwith eachother andwith me.Whenl| am
with Palestinian friends | tend to be somewhat less horrified than when l-am t
ing to actin a role of humanrights observer documenteror direct-action
resisterThey are a good example of how to be in it for the long haul. | know th
thesituationgetsto them- andmay ultimately getthem- on all kinds of levels,
but | am neverthelesemazedat their strengthin beingableto defendsucha
large degreeof their humanity- laughter generosityfamily-time - againstthe
incrediblehorroroccurringin their lives and againstthe constantpresenceof
death. | felt much better after this morning. | spent a lot of time writing about t
disappointment of discovering, somewhat first-hand, the degree of evil of whi
we are still capable. | should at least mention that | am also discovering a de¢
of strengthandof basicability for humango remainhumanin the direstof cir-
cumstances - which | also haven't seen before. | think the word is digmigh
you could meetthesepeople.Maybe,hopefully, somedayyou will.

Rachel

February8 2003

most of which | don't have time to respond to right rilvanks everyone for
the encouragementuestionsgriticism. Daniel'sresponsevasparticularly
inspiringto me anddeserveso be sharedTheresistancef IsraeliJewishpeo
ple to the occupationandthe enormousisk takenby thoserefusingto servein
the Israeli military offers an example,especiallyfor thoseof usliving in the
United States, of how to behave when you discover that atrocities are being ¢
mittedin your name.Thankyou.

I got a numberof very thoughtfulresponseto the emaill sentout lastnight,

Receivedy Rachelon February7 2003:



to use those chged words. | think you know this about me. | really value words.
I really try to illustrateandlet peopledrawtheir own conclusions.

Anyway, I'm rambling.Justwantto write to my Mom andtell herthat
I'm witnessingthis chronic,insidiousgenocideandI'm really scaredandques
tioning my fundamental belief in the goodness of human nathig has to stop.

I think it is a good idea for us all to drop everything and devote our lives to mak
ing this stop. | don't think it's an extremist thing to do anymore. | still really want
to dancearoundto PatBenatarand haveboyfriendsand makecomicsfor my
coworkers.But | alsowant this to stop. Disbelief and horror is what | feel.
Disappointmentl amdisappointedhatthis is the basereality of our world and
thatwe, in fact, participatein it. Thisis notat all what! askedfor whenl came

into thisworld. Thisis notat all whatthe peoplehereaskedfor whentheycame

into this world.This is not the world you and Dad wanted me to come into when
you decidedto haveme. This is notwhatl meantwhenl lookedat CapitalLake

and said: "This is the wide world and I'm coming to it." | did not mean that | was
cominginto aworld wherel couldlive a comfortablelife andpossibly with no
effort at all, existin completeunawarenessf my participationin genocide.
More big explosionssomewherén the distanceoutside.

Whenl comebackfrom Palestine| probablywill havenightmaresand
constantlyfeel guilty for not beinghere,butl canchannelthatinto morework.
Cominghereis oneof the betterthingsl've everdone.Sowhenl| soundcrazy
or if the Israeli military shouldbreakwith their racisttendencynot to injure
white people pleasepin thereasorsquarelyon thefactthatl amin the midstof
a genocide which I am also indirectly supporting, and for which my government
is largely responsible.

I love you andDad. Sorryfor the diatribe.OK, somestrangemennext
to mejustgaveme somepeassol needto eatandthankthem.

Rachel

February28 2003

(To hermother)

hanks, Mom, for your response to my email. It really helps me to get word
I from you, andfrom otherpeoplewho careaboutme.

After | wroteto you | wentincommunicaddrom the affinity groupfor
about10 hourswhich | spentwith afamily onthefront line in Hi Salam- who
fixed me dinner- andhavecableTV. The two front roomsof their houseare
unusable because gunshots have been fired through the walls, so the whole fam
ily - threekids andtwo parents- sleepin the parent'sbedroom.l sleepon the
floor nextto the youngestdaughteriman, andwe all sharedblankets. helped
the sonwith his Englishhomeworka little, andwe all watchedPetCemetery
which is a horrifying movie. | think they all thoughtit was pretty funny how

| tentativelytell peopleherethat manypeoplein the United Statesdo not sup
portthe policiesof our governmentandthatwe arelearningfrom globalexam
pleshowto resist.

February20 2003

Mama,

majorcheckpointsareclosed.This meanghatPalestiniansvho wantto

go andregisterfor their nextquarterat universitycan't.Peoplecan'tget
to their jobs andthosewho aretrappedon the otherside can'tget home;and
internationalsywho havea meetingtomorrowin the WestBank, won't makeit.
We could probablymakeit throughif we madeserioususeof our international
white personprivilege, but thatwould alsomeansomerisk of arrestanddepor
tation, eventhoughnoneof ushasdoneanythingillegal.

The GazaStrip is divided in thirds now. Thereis sometalk aboutthe
"reoccupation of Gaza", but | seriously doubt this will happen, because | thinl
would be a geopolitically stupid move for Israel right nbthink the more like
ly thing is an increase in smaller below-the-international-outcry-radar incursic
andpossiblythe oft hinted"populationtransfer".

| am staying put in Rafah for nowo plans to head north. | still feel like
I'm relatively safeandthink that my mostlikely risk in caseof a largerscale
incursionis arrestA moveto reoccupyGazawould generatea muchlargerout
cry than Sharon'sassassination-during-peace-negotiations/Igrab strategy
which is working very well now to createsettlementsll over, slowly but sure
ly eliminating any meaningfulpossibility for Palestinianself-determination.
Know thatl havealot of very nice Palestiniansooking afterme.| havea small
flu bug, and got some very nice lemony drinks to cureMise, the woman who
keepsthe key for thewell wherewe still sleepkeepsaskingme aboutyou. She
doesn'tspeaka bit of English,but sheasksaboutmy mom pretty frequently-
wantsto makesurel'm calling you.

Love to youandDad and SarahandChrisandeverybody

Rachel

N ow the Israeli army has actually dug up the road to Gaza, and both of

February27 2003

(To hermother)

dozersoutside our houseand you and me inside. Sometimesthe
adrenalineactsasan anesthetidor weeksandthenin the eveningor at
nightit just hits me again- alittle bit of the reality of the situation.l amreally
scaredor the peoplehere.Yesterdayl watcheda fatherleadhis two tiny chil-

I ove you. Really missyou. | havebad nightmaresabouttanksand bull-



dren,holding his handsoutinto the sight of tanksanda snipertowerandbull-
dozersandJeepdecausde thoughthis housewasgoingto be exploded.Jenny

and| stayedin the housewith severalwomenandtwo small babies It wasour
mistakein translationthat causechim to think it washis housethatwasbeing
explodedln fact, thelsraeliarmywasin the procesof detonatinganexplosive

in the ground nearby - one that appears to have been planted by Palestinian resis
tance.

Thisis in the areawhereSundayabout150 menwereroundedup and
containedbutsidethe settlementvith gunfire overtheir headsandaroundthem,
while tanksandbulldozersdestroye®5 greenhousesthe livelihoodsfor 300
people.The explosivewasright in front of the greenhousesright in the point
of entry for tanksthatmight comebackagain.| wasterrified to think thatthis
manfelt it waslessof arisk to walk outin view of the tankswith his kids than
to stayin his house.l wasreally scaredthatthey
were all going to be shotand | tried to stanc

destroyall the greenhousethatwe hadbeencultivating for howeverlong, and

did this while some of us were beaten and held captive with 149 other people
several hours - do you think we might try to use somewhat violent means to
tect whateverfragmentsremained? think aboutthis especiallywhen| see
orchardsandgreenhouseandfruit treesdestroyed just yearsof careandculti-
vation. | think aboutyou andhow long it takesto makethingsgrow andwhata
labor of love it is. | really think, in a similar situation, most people would defen
themselvesas bestthey could. | think Uncle Craig would. | think probably
Grandmawould. | think | would.

You askedme aboutnon-violentresistance.

When that explosive detonated yesterday it broke all the windows in t
family's house. | was in the process of being served tea and playing with the
small babies.I'm havinga hardtime right now. Justfeel sick to my stomacha

lot from beingdotedon all thetime, very sweetly
by peoplewho arefacingdoom.| know thatfrom

betweenthem and the tank. This happensevery  \\/henthat exp|osivajetonateq/estedayit the United States,it all soundslike hyperbole.

day, but just this fatherwalking out with his two

Honestly a lot of the time the sheerkindnessof

little kids just looking very sad,just happenedo brokeall the windowsin thefami|y© the peoplehere,coupledwith the overwhelming
getmy attentionmore at this particularmoment  housel wasin the pI'OCESSDf beingserved evidenceof the willful destructionof their lives,

probablybecausé felt it wasour translationprob-

makesit seemunrealto me.| really can‘tbelieve

lemsthatmadehim leave. teaand playing with thetwo smallbabies. it somethinglike this canhappenin the world

| thoughta lot aboutwhatyou saidon the
phoneaboutPalestinianviolencenot helpingthe
situation.Sixty thousandvorkersfrom Rafahworkedin Israeltwo yearsago.
Now only 600 can go to Israel for jobs. Of these 600, many have moved, because
the three checkpointsbetweenhereand Ashkelon (the closestcity in Israel)
makewhatusedto be a 40-minutedrive, now a 12-houror impassiblgourney
In addition, what Rafah identified in 1999 as sources of economic growth are all
completelydestroyed the Gazainternationalairport (runwaysdemolished,
totally closed);the borderfor tradewith Egypt (now with a giantlsraelisniper
towerin the middle of the crossing);accesgo the ocean(completelycut off in
thelasttwo yearsby a checkpointandthe GushKatif settlement)The countof
homesdestroyedn Rafahsincethe beginningof this intifadais up around600,
by andlarge peoplewith no connectiorto theresistancéut who happerto live
alongtheborder | think it is maybeofficial now that Rafahis the poorestplace
in theworld. Thereusedto beamiddle classhere- recently We alsogetreports
thatin the past,Gazanflower shipmentgo Europeweredelayedfor two weeks
atthe Erezcrossingfor securityinspectionsYou canimaginethe valueof two-
week-oldcut flowersin the Europearmarket,sothatmarketdriedup.And then
thebulldozerscomeandtakeout people'sregetabldarmsandgardensWhatis
left for people?Tell meif you canthink of anything.l can't.

If any of ushadour lives andwelfarecompletelystrangledJived with
childrenin a shrinking placewherewe knew, becausef previousexperience,
that soldiersand tanksand bulldozerscould comefor us at any momentand

without a bigger outcry about it. It really hurts me,

again,like it hashurt mein the past,to witness
how awful we canallow the world to be.| felt aftertalking to you that maybe
youdidn'tcompletelybelieveme.l| think it's actuallygoodif you don't,because
| do believeprettymuchaboveall elsein theimportanceof independenctritical
thinking.And | alsorealizethatwith you I'm muchlesscarefulthanusualabout
trying to source every assertion that | makéat of the reason for that is | know
thatyou actuallydo go anddo your own researchBut it makesmeworry about
thejob I'm doing.All of the situationthat! tried to enumerat@above- andalot
of otherthings- constitutesa somewhagradual- oftenhidden,but nevertheless
massive- removalanddestructionof the ability of a particulargroupof people
to survive.Thisis whatl amseeinghere.The assassinationspcketattacksand
shooting of children are atrocities - but in focusing on them I'm terrified of mis
ing their context. The vastmajority of peoplehere- evenif they hadthe eco
nomic means to escape, even if they actually wanted to give up resisting on t
land andjust leave (which appeargo be maybethe lessnefariousof Sharon's
possiblegoals),can'tleave.Becauseahey can‘tevengetinto Israelto apply for
visas,andbecauseéheir destinationcountrieswon'tlet themin (both our coun
try andArab countries) Sol think whenall meansof survivalis cut off in apen
(Gaza) which peoplecan'tgetoutof, | think thatqualifiesasgenocide Evenif
they could getout, | think it would still qualify asgenocide Maybeyou could
look up the definition of genocide according to international lalen't remem
berit right now. I'm goingto getbetteratillustratingthis, hopefully | don'tlike



